Would you like to go on a vision trip this summer and

LINK

see firsthand what God is doing
on the mission field?
Our two teams are both taking place from the 1st to the 22nd July.
There is one to the Philippines and one to Brazil.
In the Philippines we will be working at the training centre
for our national missionaries as well as visiting nearby tribal works.
In Brazil we will working at the Puraquequera school.

YOUR CONNECTION WITH TRIBAL MISSIONS
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Email summit@ntm.org.uk for details.

North Cotes

Headquarters update

Ever since moving to North Cotes in 1999
it has been our desire to have a downstairs
reception area to provide a welcoming,
more accessible, yet secure entrance to
the building.

This reception was completed by the
end of 2014 and it has been a very
beneficial addition to our headquarters.
Well worth waiting for!

Cover photo: NTM Resource
Printed by: DMP, Keighley,
West Yorkshire
© 2015 New Tribes Mission
Content of this Link or any previous issue
may not be reproduced in whole or in part
unless expressly authorised in writing by
the Publication team. As our missionaries
are not professional photographers we
are not always able to use the pictures
supplied with the submitted articles. We
will in such cases use pictures taken
by other missionaries who work in the
same area or country or use pictures

2

from other archives. Link is the official
magazine of New Tribes Mission in the UK
and is published three times a year. It is
available without charge.
Please notify us promptly of any change
of address or if you do not wish to
continue receiving a copy of Link.
All financial gifts should be sent to
NTM-UK Finance Office at the following
address: NEW TRIBES MISSION, North
Cotes, Grimsby DN36 5XU, England
Gifts may be designated for a missionary,
ministry or other purpose. Cheques
should be made payable to New Tribes
Mission. You can donate online:
www.ntm.org.uk/give

matthew's gospel in palaka

Imagine if there was only one translation
of the Bible in English and it had just a few
chapters of the book of Genesis and even
fewer chapters of Exodus. There were the
books of Jonah and Ruth but the rest of the
Old Testament was missing. Then when
you turned to the New Testament it only
contained a few portions of the Gospels
and some chapters of Acts, Romans and
Ephesians; that wouldn’t be all that good
right? But that is how it is for the Palaka
church in northern Ivory Coast...

It has been wonderful to see how
God has provided, in His time, the
skills, finance and workers to
make it possible.
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Ivory Coast

Well, that is, up until July 2014! Thanks to
their former co-worker Denny Johnson,
they now have their first complete book of
the New Testament. The book of Matthew
has been translated, checked, printed
and the first ten copies have been taken
out and handed to the very grateful
church leaders and Bible teachers. A final
check of the whole book of Acts has been
carried out and preliminary checks have
also been completed on the book of Romans.
Other books that are being worked on are
Daniel, 1 Corinthians, Ephesians, 1 Timothy
and Titus.

New Tribes Mission is a registered
charity, No. 278627.

Slowly but surely the
Scriptures are growing.

Allan & MAndy Caley
have served at NTM-UK since
2008. They worked on a team
with the Palaka people of Ivory
Coast before having to leave
in 2002 because of civil unrest.
The church has continued to
grow and Allan and Mandy
have been able to make several
return visits to encourage and
present books of the Scriptures,
translated by Denny, to the
Palaka church.

Palaka

Tel: +44 (0)1472 387700
Fax: +44 (0)1472 387707
link@ntm.org.uk
www.ntm.org.uk
Contact our representatives:
Ireland (North & South)
matthew_cuthbert@ntm.org.uk
Mainland UK
frank_brearley@ntm.org.uk
stephen_jerrard@ntm.org.uk
jack_douglas@ntm.org.uk
andrew_murray@ntm.org
thom_cunningham@ntm.org
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Stephen & Yolanda Jerrard
both from England, served in the
Ivory Coast and Papua New Guinea,
along with their three children.
Stephen has been serving as an
NTM representative since 2006
and especially enjoys speaking at
university Christian Unions.

Jack & Isa Douglas
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Thom & Carolyn Cunningham
are from the USA. They served for
23 years in Austria, England and
Scotland before joining NTM in 1995.
They have since taught at the Summit
Interface training programme in
Papua New Guinea, served as NTM
Representatives in the UK, then in
New England, USA, and now they
are NTM Representatives based in
Scotland.

Matthew & Liz Cuthbert
Frank & Jeanette Brearley
from England, served in Senegal and
Ivory Coast from 1978-1998. Frank
serves as Chairman of NTM-UK.
He has leadership and teaching
responsibilities at North Cotes
and most weekends is speaking in
churches in the UK and occasionally
in conferences overseas.
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both from Northern Ireland,
served in Papua New Guinea,
among the Siawi group for fifteen
years. Since 1998 they have been
serving as NTM Representatives
based in Northern Ireland.
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Brazil

vision trip report

After a great trip to the Philippines in
July, we set off on the 6th August with our
second summit team – this time to Brazil.

The last three days were spent at the
mission school at Puraquequera. The
school is located on the Amazon River and
you can only access it by boat.
The team enjoyed experiencing some jungle
life; hiking in the bush behind the school,
looking for crocodiles at night as well as
fishing and swimming in the Amazon River.
Hanging out and eating in the canteen
with the MKs from the school was really
special. Also hearing the testimonies and
reports of the work and needs in West
Brazil was a challenge to all our hearts.
There are still so many unreached
peoples living in very tough conditions
in the jungles of the Amazon.
Our prayer is that now God has
opened the eyes of our team
members to the great need, he
will lead some of them in the
future to take the gospel to those
who have never heard.

One of the perks of the trip was that we had
to fly via Miami and had an overnight stop
there. It was not in the original plan but the
Airline changed its flight times, and
the Lord, who is in control of
all our circumstances, knew we
would need a break in the long
flight
so we all enjoyed a morning on Miami
South beach before we flew on to Manaus
and finally Boa Vista.

The project was putting cement ceilings
on a new apartment at the NTM centre
which supports eight families who work in
two Yanomani tribes. Over the two weeks
we laid four ceilings. It was tough work
in temps of 30-35C but the team worked
hard and the missionary in charge was
delighted with what was accomplished in
the two weeks we were there.
Some of the highlights of our time in Boa
vista were meeting some of the Yanomani
missionaries and hearing about their work,
going to an Indian church and two Brazilian
services, and sampling Brazilian food in
the local restaurants.
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Would you like to go on a vision trip this
summer and see firsthand what God is
doing on the mission field?
Our two teams are both taking place from
the 1st to the 22nd July. There is one to the
Philippines and one to Brazil.
In the Philippines we will be working
at the training centre for our national
missionaries as well as visiting nearby
tribal works. In Brazil we will working at
the Puraquequera school.
Email summit@ntm.org.uk for details.
Norman & Angela McCready,
Summit leaders
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philippines

not just a summer break

Serving at NTM-UK's Headquarters
at North Cotes in a support role can
sometimes feel a bit detached from what is
happening on the foreign mission field. So
last summer we joined the Summit team
to the Philippines. We didn't just want to
go sightseeing but wanted to be a practical
help and also expose our daughter,
Tabitha, to the realities of a developing
country.
As part of the team we helped with the
building of a house for a missionary family
in a rural village location on the island of
Luzon. It was challenging working in the
heat and trekking regularly through the
mud but it was a real blessing to spend time
with the missionaries and get a glimpse of
their day to day life, hear their testimonies
and see the rapport they had with the local
people. It was humbling to be welcomed
into the home of a family by the riverside
in Manila where, although the father was
working, they had practically nothing and
their son had real medical needs that the
missionaries were helping with.

As we made our way back to Manila to
fly back to Europe, Andy hurt his back
jumping into a river for fun! After spending
24hours in hospital due to agonising pain
the injury was diagnosed as muscular. On
our return to the UK we discovered Andy
had fractured his T9 vertebrae in his back.
The missionaries and the team members
were so supportive and God gave us an
incredible peace.
We are so thankful it happened at the end
of the trip. It has not put us off. God is in
control of every circumstance.
Andy & Carol Smith, England

Philippines

Transition time...

We trust and believe God has placed us
in the Philippines. We know that He has
a perfect plan for our lives and that He
is 100% trustworthy! We love God and we
love living in the Philippines; we love the
people, the culture and just being in the
place God wants us to be and yet it is still
often difficult. There are trials, language
is tough and communication is often a
challenge.

So, for the next few months we will be busy
packing and saying good bye to our ‘home’
and friends, visiting a new area, building
new relationships and looking for God´s
guidance in allocation and partnership
with nationals. We are excited to see what
God has for us...

Every now and then we have to make
the choice to press forward, believing
that this is the best place for us to
glorify God and become more like Him.
Even though the circumstances are hard
and we sometimes feel like giving up, we
will continue because God is trustworthy
and He is able to work through us...
although that sometimes feels impossible.
So over the last two years our emotions
and motivation have been up and down.
But looking back we have to say HE IS TRUSTWORTHY! HE IS ABLE!
We are so happy and grateful that we have
an amazing God and Father, who knows
us, cares for us and gives us strength to
continue.
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We just finished the official part of our
national language study. At the moment
home feels like it is everywhere and
nowhere. The normal structured day of the
last two years has gone and something
new and exciting is opening up. Before we
go on home assignment in April, we plan to
visit an area for six weeks which NTM has
been looking at for a long time and that
God has put on our hearts. It’s exciting to
see that God is already at work in that area
through national pastors who are eager to
work alongside NTM.

Boris & Valentina Bergen
are from Germany. They have
been married for eight years,
have a one and a half year old
son, and are expecting their
second boy in June. They have
served in the Philippines since
the end of 2012.
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Papua New Guinea

Update on Lisa Hatton

I have been studying the book of Ephesians
for some months and during my time in
Amdu with Benjamin and Missy, I kept
thinking of this verse...
"So God can point to us in all
future ages as an example of the
incredible wealth of His kindness
and grace towards us, as shown
in all He has done for us who are
united with Christ Jesus." Eph. 2:7
...and how God wants to point to the Amdu
people in the future ages as well. It was
such a privilege and great blessing to be
back in PNG after nine years.

The time with my grandkids was wonderful! I stayed with Benjamin and family in
their tribal location for almost four weeks
and enjoyed it all, getting to know and love
those dear Amdu people. It was difficult to
hold back the tears as I left them, longing
for them to hear the Gospel and believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Please pray for
Benjamin and Missy as they work hard
to learn the culture and language of the
Amdu people.

I also spent time in the Highlands where
James and I lived and worked for almost
20 years. I was able to reconnect with
many old friends, the fellowship was sweet
and the blessings too many to tell. I was
encouraged to hear of many of the
different works that God is doing in that
great country.
I was very well aware of the prayer support
I had in making that long journey across
the world on my own. God looked after me
every step of the way. I had twelve flights in
all and was on four different small planes
in PNG alone. God kept me healthy and
gave me the energy I needed, even to make
quite a challenging hike down the side of
a mountain and back again. Looking back
I am so thankful for the whole experience
and to everyone who made this possible by
prayers and finances.

We had another delightful family get
together back in Michigan less than two
weeks after my return. My daugther
Deborah Joy got engaged to Matt Zowada
and they married in December. We are all
delighted that Matt has become a part of
our family as we all have got to know and
appreciate him.
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Now we are well into the new term
here at NTBI with a full class of students.
We have a great bunch of married
students this term, our classroom is totally
full when we meet each Thursday morning
with all the couples. I am working on
getting to know them and am already
blessed and encouraged at the young
people God continues to bring here. Their
focus is on learning more about Him
through His Word and how it applies to
their daily lives. I’m excited to think that
He may send some of them out to PNG
and other places to continue building His
church.
I am privileged to still be a part
of His work.
Thank you for your prayers and support
that continue to make it possible for me to
be here.

Lisa Hatton
is on staff at New Tribes Bible
Institute in Jackson Michigan,
working in the Student Life
department, specifically as Dean
of married ladies. She enjoys
building personal relationships
with them, encouraging them
in their walk with the Lord and
training for missions. Lisa
has five children, who are all
married.
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Colombia

god's amazing ways

We came to Colombia for the first time
in 1990 and had dreams of a long time
ministry here but things turned out very
different to how we expected.

Our daughter Natalia and son Iwan were
both born in Fusagasuga. Unfortunately
after two and a half years in our new
ministry, not only us but many of the
foreign missionaries had to leave the
country because of the increasing risk of
kidnapping.
After spending a year in the Netherlands
and Norway we received an invitation to
come and help with maintenance and
construction in Ivory Coast, West Africa.
We have no doubt that this was
what God had for us, even though
we ended up having to evacuate
again, not only once but twice!

We arrived with our two boys David and
Jonathan, and after a year and a half
in Spanish study, God opened up the
possibility for us to replace a Colombian
couple at the National Training Centre, as
they preferred to work in a tribal setting
among the Nukak. It was with joy that
we accepted this ministry of maintaining
the centre and also guiding the student's
work programme which really fitted
Harry's gifts and motivation. Also
the fact that this would free a
Colombian couple to work among the
Nukaks was very encouraging. It has been
great to see that they have been able to
continue in that work until today.

God taught us a lot during those seven
years in Ivory Coast. Although it was
challenging to adjust to a tribal work after
four years in support work, we are so glad
for all the experiences God gave us and for
the friendships we were able to make.
So it was with much sorrow that we had to
conclude that we most likely would not be
able to return, when we had to evacuate
that second time in November 2004.

...Believe it or not, we have now been back
for almost a year, at the same training
centre that we had to leave twenty years
ago! We have the privilege of serving
together with former missionaries and
students we already knew and it has felt
like coming home again. We are involved in
preparing Colombians for cross-cultural
ministry, and feel more prepared and
suited for this ministry than we were
twenty years ago.
We can only marvel at God’s
amazing ways, working in and
through circumstances for His
purposes.

Harry & Reidun Groot
are from the Netherlands and
Norway. They have four children. Since 1990, Harry and
Reidun have served with NTM in
Colombia, Ivory Coast and Senegal. They are presently serving
fulltime at the Training Institute
in Colombia.

Please pray for us and our team as we
are involved in training national workers
to take the challenge of reaching the
unreached, not only in Colombia but also
into other countries of this world.

God’s ways have not been the ways
we would have chosen but we can
now look back and see God’s provision and His faithfulness in and
through the many trials.
Soon after our second evacuation from
Ivory Coast, we were able to continue a
ministry in Senegal at the guest house
in Dakar, which allowed our children to
continue their English education at Dakar
Academy and also enabled them to live at
home.
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After seven years in Senegal we went home
on home assignment, with plans to return
to Senegal, but then God had another
surprise for us: would we be willing to
return to Colombia again?

Much of our ministry involves spending
time with and mentoring students.

Please pray for us as we will have more
than double the students this year (2015)
than last year and we are still a small
staff group.
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food for thought

god's work done god's way

We read in Joshua 5:1-9 that after the
Israelites had crossed the Jordan, they
heard that the kings of the Canaanites were
afraid of them. Therefore the Israelites were
keen to get to Jericho and attack it.
But God had different ideas.
He wanted them to remain at Gilgal first
and be circumcised, since this generation
of Israelites was born in the wilderness
and had not been circumcised. This was
a physical sign of separation to God from
among the nations. This circumcision
would be contrary to man’s natural way
of thinking because the fighting force of
Israel would be immobilised inside enemy
territory until they all recovered. God was
in charge, so faith and obedience were the
standard, not physical weapons, for God’s
work had to be done in God’s way.
Our spiritual condition must match our
position as believers today. Our position
is that, as believers, we have eternal life
through Jesus Christ and this position
is secure, with the Holy Spirit dwelling in
us (1Cor 6:19). Our condition should be
the Holy Spirit in control of our lives. The
Israelites at that time were successful in
their conquest of Jericho. God wants us to
live a victorious life winning souls for Christ
from the clutches of the enemy, Satan, the
god of this world (2Cor 4:4) with whom we
have to contend (Eph 6:11-12). Our condition
spiritually must be right to do this. As
Gilgal represented a place of selfjudgement for the Israelites, where they
got right with God, so we must examine
ourselves and be ruthless with the things
that hinder our spiritual growth. Any known
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sin must be confessed and only then can
we be in fellowship with God, having the
Holy Spirit in control of our lives.

Since we are bought with a price by the
finished work of Jesus on the cross,
then we are His servants and must do as
commanded...
We are commanded to go into all
the world and preach the Gospel!
The world includes different countries,
counties, towns, villages and the people in
them; workmates, neighbours and friends.
We must not be ashamed of the Gospel
of Christ. Jesus does not want secret
disciples (2Cor 4:3).

Andrew & Ruth Murray
both from England, have worked
in the Sepik Region of Papua
New Guinea with the Nimo
tribe since 1988. They have
also done language and culture
consulting
for
the
Sepik
region. Since September 2013
they have served as NTM representatives based in England.

Impact for eternity

praying for one another

Southeast Asia
Right now in some areas of Southeast Asia
there are believers from ethnic minorities
who are keen to reach their own people
and many who want to go to other groups
too. Pray for opportunities that are opening
up in new areas.
Norman and Bobby Murphy are excited to
see what God is doing around Southeast
Asia and the tremendous opportunities for
the future. Pray with them for wisdom in
the many different decisions and suitable
labourers to join the work.
Papua New Guinea
Steve and Gerdine Stanley are currently
living and working in the Netherlands but
are aiming to go to PNG in Jan 2016, so
they are starting to make preparations:
work permits and visas etc., pray that all
will proceed smoothly.
Brazil
Barbara Wiesinger is in Vianópolis where
the NCLA programme is connected with
the missionary training centre. Though
separate, both programmes profit a lot
from each other. She has begun Portuguese
language lessons.
Barbara is very grateful for prayer, especially
as she is trying to adapt to all kinds of new
things.
Guinea/Senegal
Alessandro and Chantal Parrillo praise the
Lord for the progress that has been made
in language learning and Bible lesson
development. They are thankful that their
national co-worker has been able to really
pick up the pace in translating lessons.
Alessandro and Chantal’s desire is to learn

the language well. They pray that the Bible
lessons will be well done and a big help in
bringing God’s Word to the Konyagi. Pray
that they will all remain healthy.
Philippines
Ragnar and Elizabeth Niclasen have helped
to finish one of the most exciting things
that has happened since they started
to work with the Kankana-ey.
The New Testament was finished and
dedicated back in 1990. Yet now they have
taken it one step further. The organisation,
Faith Comes by Hearing, offered to record
the Kankana-ey NT and have it available to
be downloaded in MP3 format.
Now that the recording is finished, it has
been sent to the USA, where background
music will be added as well as various
sound effects, such as the storm when
Jesus was in the boat with his disciples,
and the crowd throwing stones at
Stephen's death.
Ragnar and Elizabeth are extremely
thrilled about this undertaking and the idea
that the audio Kankana-ey New Testament
will soon be available. There are still many
Kankana-ey who cannot read and to be
able to listen to God's Word will be a very
special treat for them. On the other end
of the spectrum lots of Kankana-ey have
moved to towns and are familiar with using
MP3 players.
So what could be better than being able
to offer them a recording of the NT? Both
those who cannot read or those walking
the streets or working in their gardens with
head phones, will be able to listen to God's
Word. Praise the Lord for this fantastic
venture!!
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