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translation

even the name of the magazine but the
team that puts it together too.

The translation work on the
book of Acts went well; it is
now printed and will soon be
distributed. Pray that it will be
a blessing to those who read it.

This year the Publications team has
dwindled once again as Jeanette Brearley,
who has faithfully served in publications for
over 20 years, has stepped back a little.
But we have a great God and a huge pool
of resources because of the testimony of
those who are serving a faithful God.
The aim of the LINK is to inform
about the different work NTM is
involved with and to challenge
readers to pray for the work.
Despite the challenges, we are always
excited to see the magazine go out in the
post and we hope that it is a blessing to
many.
All may change but Jesus never!
Glory to His name!
Change can evoke many different emotions
as we look back over the years. What we
now know as the LINK has seen many
changes. Not just the design or size or
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Some of our readers may remember back
to the 80's when the quarterly newsletter
‘News and Views’ was sent out from the
NTM-UK Bible school at Matlock.
It was renamed NTM@work.uk and then in
the 90's it changed to LINK.

from other archives. Link is the official
magazine of New Tribes Mission in the UK
and is published three times a year. It is
available without charge.
Please notify us promptly of any change
of address or if you do not wish to
continue receiving a copy of Link.
All financial gifts should be sent to
NTM-UK Finance Office at the following
address: NEW TRIBES MISSION, North
Cotes, Grimsby DN36 5XU, England
Gifts may be designated for a missionary,
ministry or other purpose. Cheques
should be made payable to New Tribes
Mission. You can donate online:
www.ntm.org.uk/give

New Tribes Mission is a registered
charity, No. 278627.

Lív Poulsen is from the Faroe Islands and
has been serving in Senegal since 2005. She
will be returning to Senegal to continue in
her ministry translating a tribal language.
Although Lív has been at home caring for her
mum, who has had dementia since August
2014, she was grateful to be able to take a
short trip to Senegal in the autumn of 2015.
Lív enjoyed spending time with her village
friends and co-workers. It was very busy
but she was able to get some rest and
enjoyed being able to sleep on her water bed
again. The rainy season was good and the
fields did very well, which was a blessing.
But unfortunately there was also a lot of
sickness among the people. During the
time Lív was in the village seven children
died, despite being taken to the hospital
several times and receiving good treatment.
It is always difficult
when children die,
but sadly this is
very much part
of everyday life
in Senegal and
there are very
few that have not
experienced losing
a child.

Tel: +44 (0)1472 387700
Fax: +44 (0)1472 387707
link@ntm.org.uk
www.ntm.org.uk
Contact our representatives:
Ireland (North & South)
matthew_cuthbert@ntm.org.uk
Mainland UK
frank_brearley@ntm.org.uk
stephen_jerrard@ntm.org.uk
jack_douglas@ntm.org.uk
andrew_murray@ntm.org
thom_cunningham@ntm.org

Lív is very excited about the people having
more Scripture to read. Lív finds making
the rough draft the most difficult part of
the translation process but she was able
to go through some chapters from Romans
with her language helper which she really
enjoyed.
It took a long time, but it was so exciting
for Lív to see what he did and did not
understand, and then to make the
necessary changes so that it flowed better.
Her co-worker told her of a man who knew
French and had tried to read Romans in
his French Bible but was unable to get very
much out of it, but when he read it in his
own language he understood everything!
That was such an encouragement
to Lív, especially since Romans is
very difficult to translate and
progress is slow. Pray for Lív's coworker as he is now teaching Bible
lessons.
classes
Literacy
have started again
unfortunately
but
the men who have
been attending the
Bible teaching and
are not literate were
not interested in
learning to read.

liv poulsEn

working in Senegal
since 2005
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People

north cotes update

It takes a lot of staff and volunteers to keep
our NTM-UK headquarters and North
Cotes College running, with most of our
staff ‘wearing more than one hat’!
We are going through quite a few changes
on our team and recently bid farewell to
Stephen and Moira Poulson who served
at North Cotes for 15 years. Although we
are sad to see them go, we are thrilled that
they are returning to Senegal, where they
worked in a church planting ministry many
years ago.
We will also be saying goodbye to Barry
and Chris Challinor who have faithfully
served the Lord with NTM for over 30 years

We remain thankful for our staff team,
all of whom are in some way involved in
preparing and training future missionaries
for the wonderful commission of taking
the Gospel to the far corners of the earth.
We trust the Lord to provide the personnel
needed and ask that you pray with us to
that end.

Simon & Annika Flanagan

Daniel & Elizabeth Moore
in Papua New Guinea, Canada and the UK.
They plan to move to the USA to be closer
to their children and grandchildren.
Although these families leave big gaps,
we are thankful to have a few new families
join our team here: Daniel and Elizabeth
Moore are missionaries who served many
years in Papua New Guinea and have now
joined the 3C (missions course) teaching
department.

Stephen & moira poulson

Simon and Annika Flanagan (who served
among the Mengen people group in
PNG) are currently helping out teaching
in Biblical Studies and taking care of our
social media sites.
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Sonni and Julie Poulsen (also formerly
missionaries in PNG) have joined our
Biblical Studies teaching staff.

in our
We have also had new flooring laid
rbished
refu
and
se’
hou
ee
coff
ent
‘stud
inue to
some of the bedrooms. We cont
all we
ides
prov
He
that
thank the Lord
.
pus
cam
our
rove
imp
need to

BArry & Chris Challinor

4

Sonni & julie poulsen
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short term
The philippines
Peter Bittle led the Summit trip to
the Philippines last summer and
here is what he says:
Manila was hot... even at midnight!!
We settled into the NTM guest
house for some rest before diving
into a fantastic new culture, with
new surroundings, sights, sounds,
and smells that really got us all
excited!
We travelled from Manila to the
NTM Filipino training centre in
Olongapo which was our base for
the next 2 1/2 weeks. The weather
quickly changed and we happily
worked outside digging back a
landslide in the pouring rain!
On days off we visited different

summit
churches, a few ‘local’
tribal villages, met some
new missionaries in the
middle of learning new
culture and language,
and we also got to visit a
missionary hospital and
recovery unit.
It was an absolute
blessing to stay with
these Filipino brothers
and sisters; the times we shared
were special, and our devotional
times in the morning and
evening were rich as we sang
and shared with each other.
Why don't YOU join us
on our next summit
trip?

Brazil
Norman and Angela McCready, Sum
mit coordinators, write about last year
’s trip to
Brazil:
It was a privilege last July to be able
to lead
a Vision Trip to our NTM mission
school in
Brazil. Our team consisted of nine
men and
two ladies.
The team’s job was to empty the
school,
remove the old roof, cement in sup
porting
posts to hold the new roof and then
raise the
heavy trusses onto the building.
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It was a very challenging job and
a lot of
thought and prayer went into the
best and
safest way to go about it. Praise God
He kept
us all safe and with the help of the
mission
staff there we got the trusses in plac
e.
An American team were able to
complete
the job and cover it over with shin
y new tin.
A lot of inside work remains to be
done so
we are looking for volunteers to go
back this
July to finish it off so that the clas
srooms
will be operational for the next scho
ol term.
Could you help us and encourag
e our coworkers?

Brazil - revisited
We arrived in Manaus after over twenty
hours travelling and were greeted
by Ronald Jonker and Joel Ketcham,
missionaries at the missionary school,
on the banks of the Amazon.
We travelled for another hour in the
car and then after a short boat
ride down river we arrived
at the school we were to be
working at for the next three
weeks.
We
on
hot
we
for
us

made good progress
the roof despite the
sun and humidity and
are thankful to God
his protection over
throughout the trip!

We were able to swim in the river after
work, enjoy the fellowship of devotions
in the mornings, and be thankful for
God's beautiful creation that we were
surrounded by.
I left Brazil encouraged,
challenged and grateful for
the opportunity to help with
the Lord's work overseas.
After this Summit trip and in response
to seeing the need, I have come back
to Brazil to help with maintenance and
teaching at the school for five months.
When I return home I plan to study
Aerospace Engineering at Queens
University Belfast.

Ruben Pape

is from N. Ireland and is
serving as an Associate
in Brazil.
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Papua new guinea

A link in the chain...

It was along the coast one day that a
familiar sight struck me with freshness. I
had almost stubbed my foot as I stumbled
over the coiled chain at the harbour.
The boats were securely fastened by the
linked metal chain. On closer inspection, I
could see that the strong chain attributed
its strength to numerous little links. A tiny
link, insignificant in itself, but strong when
coupled together.

It prompted a comparison with 1 Corinthians
3:9, ‘For we are labourers together with God.’
Reaching the unreached is far
from being a solo undertaking.
Rather, it takes a team to support
those on the front lines of tribal
evangelism.
Numerous links of support missionaries
involved in aviation, education, medical
support, supply buying and construction.
Each striving to be a faithful link, aiding
the reach of the Gospel. Since July 2015, I
have been a link in the chain as I teach the
children of missionaries at an NTM school
in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea.
After graduating with a primary teaching
degree in 2014, I taught in Northern Ireland
for a year.
However, God began to challenge
me to the importance of following
my Saviour, even on unexpected
paths, and using my life to invest
in something that will outlast it.

As I was seeking God and His Word in the
early months of 2015, prayers were being
uttered for teachers in a country far away
from home.
To be an answer to many prayers is
humbling. Although it may not be the most
obvious choice to have a Northern Irish
teacher teaching an American curriculum
in PNG, God has proved His faithfulness
again and again.
Where God has called me, He has
also made a way.
With joy, I have been teaching Grade 5, and
finding His grace sufficient to navigate an

Gemma Maxwell
is an Associate from N. Ireland,
and is teaching Grade 5 at
Numonohi Christian Academy in
Papua New Guinea.
unfamiliar curriculum, and effectively
teach the seven nationalities represented
within my class.
With eagerness, I hear reports of God
at work and enjoy spending time with
missionaries who testify of God’s blessing
and help over many years. What a privilege
to serve my Saviour in a small way, in a
country where God is at work. A link in the
chain, a worker together with God.

Are you a teacher?
Want to take a career break?
Come and use your teaching
skills to serve the Lord overseas!
Teachers are needed in Senegal,
Papua New Guinea, Brazil and
the Philippines.
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linguistics

behind the scenes

My evangelical Christian upbringing
caused me to be supportive of missions
from a young age, but I had never
considered becoming a missionary. “I’m
too shy,” was my excuse—until I realised
that it was not one God would accept!

serving a faithful god

Seeing that God had been guiding me all
along, I agreed and I have to say, I have
loved it ever since!

I had already visited that tribal work once
before during a missions trip and had seen
the village and met some of the people.

What a privilege it is to teach
grammatical analysis to those
who might one day use this skill
in translating the Scriptures into
another language, and in sharing
the gospel with people who have
yet to hear.
It is also a great privilege to work alongside
such amazing colleagues from all over the
globe who share the same love for the
Lord, the same passion to reach the lost,
and the same vision of training the next
generation of missionaries.

Ilka otterbach
is from Germany and has served
at North Cotes College since
2004.

Senegal

I am eternally grateful for God’s
grace and mercy and that I am
allowed to serve Him in this way.
May it be to His glory!

However, moving to the village and
adjusting to life in the African bush was
more difficult for me than I thought. Pretty
much everything that could go wrong did
go wrong.

I arrived in Senegal, West Africa in 2006.
During my first term on the field I served in
support ministry in Dakar and Kedougou.
During that time the team that works
among the Jalungas in Southeast Senegal
approached me and asked if I wanted to
join that work. It immediately felt like it
was what God wanted me to do.

BUT we do serve a faithful God!
He brought me through these
hard times – and He still does!
Now I (mostly) enjoy living in the village
and I have friends among the village ladies
who take time to help me with my language
studies and who are patient with me when I
try to speak their language and can’t get it
right straight away.
Some of the kids have
become good friends too
and are quite helpful when
I try to make conversation in
the village.
I am thankful to God for
providing these friendships,
for all the progress I have
been able to make in my
culture and language studies
and for everything that God
has been teaching me during
the past years.

In 2003/2004, which was my last year of
missionary training at North Cotes College,
I was asked to stay on to teach applied
linguistics to future missionary candidates.

rebekka brust
is from Germany and has been
working in West Africa for the
past ten years.
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southeast asia

smooth transition

As a family we’re thankful for the smooth
transition to Cambodia. We were expecting
to go through serious culture shock, but
so far this hasn’t happened. Thanks be
to God. We’re also thankful that we didn’t
experience any serious illnesses.
We have been in our new house for over
five months and are thankful for that. It’s a
quiet and so far safe neighbourhood. The
kids have already made some friends and
understand the Khmer language more
and more.

outreach to a village close to our city. Since
Maarten introduced the Firm Foundation
materials they are now going through the
chronological teaching.

more friends in our locality. Maarten is
playing basketball with some guys in town
a few times a week and it gives some good
opportunities for building friendships.

All of this is a big praise but we
also need a lot of prayer as we
are far from being capable in the
language.

It is more difficult for Mirjam as she has
many responsibilities. As well as being a
wife and mother, she teaches the kids and
runs the household etc. Despite all this
she is doing great with her language and
culture studies.

Nevertheless there are people who speak
English pretty well who can translate for us.
Although this isn’t ideal we know that God
can use us through these shortcomings
and it is good to gain more experience.
A prayer request would be that we make

Home schooling is going really well
and they managed to complete their
school year with good results.
Language wise we’re functioning on
the appropriate level. We have had our
first language evaluation and we both
passed.
We can see God’s leading in
finding really nice language
helpers. Maarten’s teacher is
a trainee pastor and he and his
family are really kind to us and
make us feel at home.
Mirjam’s language helper is a young
woman who works for us in the house. She
is a very nice girl with a humble spirit, and
she and Mirjam are making a good team.
We are involved in the local church. Mirjam
has been asked to set up a women’s Bible
study on Sundays and she does that with
great enthusiasm.
Maarten has been asked to help out with an
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Maarten & Mirjam
with Maarten Jr., Guus and Vera are from the
Netherlands and have been serving in Southeast
Asia since the spring of 2015.
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food for thought

REDEEM THE TIME!

As I approached the beginning of a new
year, I found myself looking back over the
last year and wondering how I had used my
time…
The challenge of Ephesians 5:16 is
to ‘redeem the time’, or ‘make the
most of every opportunity!’
I remember hearing this verse used many
times growing up. It was mostly my mum
trying to get me out of bed in the mornings!
If I still didn’t stir, it was followed up with
her singing, 'Rise and shine and give God
the glory.’ If that still didn’t work, it was then
the particularly crushing words, ‘Go to the
ant thou sluggard!’ from Proverbs 6:6.
The truth is, this is a challenge for us all,
can anyone truly look back at their lives and
say, ‘Didn’t I do well?’ We have all fallen
short of His glory, time has been wasted and
opportunities have been missed.
BUT praise God, as His children washed
in the blood, all of this is forgiven! We can
certainly say, ‘Didn’t He do well!
Ephesians 5:14 gives such an alarm
call! “Awake, O sleeper, and arise
from the dead, and Christ will
shine on you.”
Are we awake, alert and making the most
of every opportunity God brings our way?
There is no shortage of them: opportunities
to pray, to love and to give!
Opportunities to bring the Gospel message
to those who have never heard and to shine

Stephen & Yolanda Jerrard
have three children and are from
England. Having previously served
in the Ivory Coast and Papua New
Guinea, they have been working at
North Cotes for nearly ten years.
with His light in the darkness in which we
live!
For verse 16 tells us that the days are evil,
and James reminds us that our time is
short (James 4:14).
John Wesley, who was still preaching the
week before his death at the age of 87, said
this….
“Do all the good you can. By all the means
you can. In all the ways you can. In all the
places you can. At all the times you can. To
all the people you can. As long as ever you
can.”
What a challenge. May we all use our time
on this earth wisely and in ways that bring
God glory!

Impact for eternity

praying for one another

southeast asia
Gwen Pierce with Richard and Wendy Rees
and family (Wendy is Gwen’s daughter) will
be moving to a new area of Southeast Asia
sometime this year.
They will still be working with Pwo Karen,
expanding the outreach to this ethnic
group. They would appreciate prayer for
a successful move, settling into a new
situation and making relationships that
will count for eternity. Richard plans to
continue on with lesson development.
Pray for the right people to help him in
this phase of the work. Also pray for coworkers, as this Pwo Karen work is a big
task!
papua new guinea
André and Aurélie Tousch and their coworkers will soon be preparing to teach
literacy. Pray for them as they produce
primers and story books that will introduce
the people to an alphabet and their own
language in written form for the very first
time.
west africa
Paul and Marina Briggs praise the Lord for
a safe trip back to their village in northern
Ivory Coast. Pray for the three Loron men
as they continue translating the New
Testament into their own language.
Praise God for faithful literacy teachers
and the good progress that was made in
several literacy classes. Pray that Paul and
Marina will be a help and encouragement
to the Loron believers and Bible teachers.
Pray for Marina as she prepares for a
literacy trip to Mozambique in March/April.

mozambique
Fernando and Tabitha da Silva with Daniel
returned to Mozambique in August of last
year. Fernando has been busy teaching
Portuguese to 3rd grade and up; Science
to 5th and 6th; Physics to 7th, 8th and 9th
grade, and Chemistry to 9th grade.
One day a week Fernando stays home with
Daniel and Tabitha teaches art (5th grade
and up) and mathematics (9th grade).
Fernando and Tabitha desire that more
than just teaching the subject matter, their
lives would be a blessing to the students
and colleagues, encouraging them to draw
closer to God. Please pray that their lives
would be a testimony, and pray for wisdom,
creativity and energy as they teach.
Worldwide
Join with us in praying for the safety of
our missionaries serving in areas of the
world where things can be unsettled due
to disputes, where sickness is not so easily
treated and travel can be hazardous.

to the field

Steve and Gerdine Stanley
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Papua New Guinea
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